
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

FACILITIES/TECHNOLOGY/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 

Middlebush Conference Room 

September 28, 2016 

6:00 PM 

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The Mission of the Franklin Township Public Schools is to provide excellent educational opportunities 
that meet or exceed New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for every student; maintain an 

environment that engenders an appreciation of the value of every student; develop every student to 

his/her highest potential; and instill the attitudes, skills, and knowledge necessary to become 

independent, contributing members of a democratic, multi-cultural society. 

 

       In Attendance: Christine Danielsen - Chair 

Nancy LaCorte – Board Vice President  

   Richard Seamon – Board Member 

   Ed Potosnak – President – via phone 

   James H. Strimple, Jr. – Interim Asst. Superintendent for Business 

   Maureen Manning, Assistant School Business Administrator 

   John Ravally – Superintendent of Schools 

 

      Guests:  Tammy Stouchko and Mark Nicholson – SSP  

   Elyse Crawford – Board Counsel – via telephone 

    

             

1. Review of Bids for Claremont Elementary School 

 

The Committee discussed extensively whether to recommend to the full Board Option 

A or Option B.   

 

Option A targets a completion date for construction of August 1, 2018 and is $300,000 

less than Option B.  This would allow for the opening of school in September of 2018, 

the target date of the referendum.  If ground is broken by November 1, 2016 there will 

be a 21 month duration for construction.  This is an aggressive construction schedule 

and numerous issues could arise to cause a delay, including weather, the permitting 

process, receipt of approvals from  regulatory  agencies, responses to RFI, the 

submittal process, delivery of materials and labor issues, to name a few.  Additionally, 

the district will have a compressed time period to ‘shake down’ and occupy the 

building.  Board Counsel did recommend the district pursue this option from a legal 

perspective as delays could occur in both Option A or B and will have potential impact 

on construction costs. 

 

Option B targets a completion date of April 2019, which would allow for the opening 

of school in September 2019.  This is one year after the initial target date of the 

referendum.  This schedule provides a 28 month construction period and allows the 

district several months to ‘shake down’ and occupy the building for the September 

opening of schools. 

 



   

 

 

At this time the Department of Community Affairs has signed off on the construction 

documents.  These documents are being submitted to the local township code officials 

for their review prior to receiving construction permits. 

 

The outstanding regulatory approvals that are needed include Somerset County 

approval for the roads and water drainage, the Delaware & Raritan Canal Commission 

and the Somerset-Union Soils Control Agency.  The district’s architects were 

instructed to provide an up to date report on the status of the approvals by the morning 

of Thursday, September 29th..  If it is determined that the approvals are on schedule 

and will be received prior to November 1st, the Committee is inclined to recommend 

Option A for approval.  If the approvals from the regulatory agencies are not on 

schedule and it is unclear when they will be secured the committee will reconsider 

their recommendation and pursue Option B. 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

James H. Strimple, Jr. 

Interim Assistant Superintendent for Business 


